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Special Education Department Course of Study
Grade 10 Learning Strategies, GLE2O1, Credit: 1
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Course Overview (Ministry of Education, The Ontario Curriculum: Learning Strategies)
This course focuses on learning strategies to help students become better, more independent learners. Students will learn to develop learning and thinking skills and strategies to help them be successful in school and life. Students will learn how to develop and apply literacy and numeracy skills, personal management skills, and interpersonal and teamwork skills to improve their learning and achievement in school, the workplace, and the community. They will improve their reading and writing skills. In addition, students will explore the concepts of  mental health, mental disorders and stigma. Students will improve their presentation and metacognitive skills through a culminating reflective task. The course helps students build confidence and motivation to pursue opportunities for success in secondary school and beyond.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Course code: GLE2O1  







             Credit Value: 1 credit

Textbook: Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens (Sean Covey), Shattered (Eric Walters), and additional material presented by the teacher throughout the course.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Unit One: Be Proactive
Students will develop learning and thinking skills and strategies. They will discover how to manage their own learning and acquire knowledge and skills that they can transfer to a variety of situations related to school, work and daily life. Student will learn the components of effective decision making and apply them to develop plans, act on those plans, and evaluate and modify those plans as required. 
Big Ideas:

· There are seven habits of highly effective teens, and the first habit is being proactive.

· Proactive individuals take initiative, accept responsibility for their behavior, make choices based on principles and values rather than moods or circumstances, are agents of change, and choose not to be victims or blame others.

Key Question:

· How can I be proactive to achieve academic success?

Unit Two: Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test
Students will prepare for the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT). Students will learn and apply a variety of reading skills to improve understanding of text, including identifying purpose, applying prior knowledge, skimming and scanning, highlighting keywords, and using text features to find information. Three writing skills will be the main focus, including developing a main idea with sufficient supporting details, organizing information and ideas in a coherent manner, and using conventions in a manner that does not distract from clear communication. Strategies for answering the different types of OSSLT questions (multiple-choice, open-response, long-writing tasks, and short-answering tasks) will be taught and practices.

Big Ideas:

· The Ontario Secondary School Literacy test determines whether or not students have acquired the literacy (reading and writing) skills that they are expected to have learned by the end of Grade 9, as outlined in The Ontario Curriculum.

· Success in all their secondary school courses depends in large part on students’ literacy skills.

Key Question:

· What reading and writing strategies will improve literacy skills to be successful on the OSSLT?

Unit Three: Mental Health

Students will explore the concepts of mental health, mental disorders and stigma. The focus of this unit will be to understand how mental health affects students in their home, social and academic life. Student will assess their own mental health using a variety of tools, such as quizzes and reflection, and also will complete a summative task where they set goals for themselves. The second component of this unit is a research project. Students will work in groups and propose why the government should invest $5M to support their chosen mental disorder.

Big Ideas:

· Mental health is an issue that affects teenagers and their families in very complicated ways. Understanding our own mental health, how to help others and reaching out to supports available is important. Student will develop their research skills further
Key Questions

· How can we find ways to help ourselves mentally healthy?

· How can we abolish stigma of mental health among our friends and society?

Culminating Unit

The culminating task incorporates everything students have learned through the course in a final demonstration. Students will demonstrate their literacy skills by writing a new report set in the future about them at age 60. They will need to include an aspect of mental health and how to be proactive. Students will also reflect on the literacy strategies they have learned and used in this course. They will do this within the scope of writing their news report or another literacy component.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Course Assessment & Evaluation   (Consult the Aurora High Policy)
Student achievement will be assessed and evaluated based on the provincial standards, that is curriculum expectations as outlined in the secondary curriculum policy documents. Teachers will ensure that evaluation strategies are designed to improve student learning, are fair, valid and reliable and are varied in nature to provide many opportunities for students to demonstrate the full range of their learning. 

Achieivement Categories

Knowledge/Understanding:  knowledge of facts, terms, concepts, models, principles and theories

Thinking/Inquiry: critical analysis and problem solving 

Communication:  expression of ideas and information 

Application:  application and transfer of knowledge and skills to real world situations 
	Weighting
	   Achievement Categories
	Mark Distribution

	Term 

Evaluation

70%
	Knowledge & Understanding Concepts
	15%



	
	Communication Skills
	15%

	
	Application
	15%

	
	AHS Learning Skills
	10%

	
	Thinking Inquiry
	15%

	Summative Evaluation

30%
	Summative
	30%


STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

HOMEWORK

· Homework is defined as out-of-class tasks assigned to students as an extension or elaboration of classroom work.
· Homework serves as an intellectual discipline, establishes study habits, eases time constraints on the amount of curricular material that can be covered in class, and supplements and reinforces work done in school. 
· Homework fosters student initiative, independence, and responsibility and brings home and school closer together.
FOOD, DRINKS, AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES

· Electronic devices (ipods, cell phones, etc.) should not be turned on during class time and are expected to be out of sight during class.  It is up to the teacher’s discretion when musical devices can be used and this must be in-line with the students needs and accommodations in a classroom environment.

EXTRA HELP

· Extra help is available before school, during school and after school. Your teacher will inform you of when and where he/she is available and you are encouraged to make use of the teacher’s expertise.

Please review course descriptions and department policies with your child and return this portion to your child’s Learning Strategy Course Teacher as soon as possible.
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